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The experiences of people who have been personally affected 
by adoption or being in care are seldom heard. Rarely are they 
given a voice to say what this experience means to them and 
to describe their experience of seeking renewed contact with 
relatives - sons, daughters, mothers, fathers, sisters and 
brothers - or being contacted by a relative from whom they 
have lost all contact. 

Through poetry, art, memoir and autobiography, over thirty 
contributors tell it like it is. Something that never went away
brings together the powerful and poignant testimonies of birth 
mothers, a birth father, adopted children, adopted adults, 
adults who have grown up in foster and residential care, and 
adoptive mothers. The poetry, artwork and prose are tender 
and touching, uplifting and, at times, heart-rending. 

This highly original anthology brings together established writers, emerging writers and those who have 
never been published before, plus contributions from a range of celebrities including Kriss Akabusi, Jo 
Brand, Tracey Emin, David Gower, Lenny Henry, Valerie Mason-John, Richard Rogers, Alan Sillitoe, 
Clare Short, Meera Syal, Joanna Trollope, Gok Wan and Benjamin Zephaniah. 

Something that never went away is an important, informative and thought-provoking book for birth 
relatives, adopted adults, adults who have grown up in care, adoptive relatives and professionals 
providing adoption support and an access to in care or adoption records service.  
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